Staphylococcus lugdunensis is a coagulase-negative staphylococcus with pathogenic properties similar to those of Staphylococcus aureus (4). Identification of S. lugdunensis is not necessarily straightforward, resulting in considerable variation in detection rates in different laboratories. Böcher and coworkers recently published data to increase awareness of this pathogen and described some basic criteria for identification to the species level (2). These criteria were (i) Eikenella corrodens-like odor, (ii) colony pleomorphism, (iii) prominent ␤-hemolysis after 2 days of incubation, and (iv) ID32Staph identification (bioMerieux). These criteria seemed, however, to be accurate only when the samples were cultured on Columbia sheep blood agar and not on agar containing 5% horse blood. They reported less-prominent odor and hemolysis on horse blood agar than on sheep blood agar. The identification problems led to differences in detection rates, and they reported an incidence (or in our view detection rate) of 53 infections per 100,000 inhabitants per year in a county in Denmark using Colombia sheep blood agar and zero to four S. lugdunensis infections per 100,000 habitants per year in neighboring counties using 5% horse blood.
blood agar plate (blood agar base [Merck] ) with 5% human blood to 5% defibrinated horse blood (National Veterinary Institute, Uppsala, Sweden) at our clinical laboratory. We validated the "new" plate when the change was made but were now concerned by the statement of Böcher et al. (2) Using the same criteria for the identification of S. lugdunensis before and after the change of medium, we revalidated the medium ( Table  1 ). The detection rates of S. aureus and S. lugdunensis in samples from skin and soft tissue infections (SSTI) were calculated.
Although the ␤-hemolysis and odor were slightly less distinct, there was no change in the isolation rate of S. lugdunensis or S. aureus or in the ratio between the two bacteria (20 to 40 times as many S. aureus were seen per year) after the shift to 5% defibrinated horse blood in the agar. The detection rate the last year in our laboratory was almost identical to the level in the recent Danish study using Columbia sheep blood agar, 55 isolates per 100,000 inhabitants per year. The true incidence of S. lugdunensis infections may be higher, since not all wound infections are cultured. Our isolates were not genotyped, and we cannot exclude minor outbreaks. On the other hand, the number of cultures and number of positive patients in relation to cultures have been very stable over many years (Table 1) .
Thus, in contrast to Böcher et al., we did not find that the use of defibrinated horse blood influenced the identification rate of S. lugdunensis. However, all horse blood is not necessarily the same, but then neither is all sheep blood. Other factors influencing the isolation rate of S. lugdunensis are probably more important than the use of human, sheep, or horse blood in the agar. In our experience it is important to educate staff on the clinical relevance and importance of this rather unobtrusive coagulase-negative staphylococcus and not to ignore "coagulase-negative staphylococci" as probable skin contaminants. It is important to stress that S. lugdunensis looks decidedly more "impressive" with larger colony size, more ␤-hemolysis, and with a more distinct odor after 36 to 48 h of incubation. 
